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the most practical parts of the subject, but the theoretical branches
also are useful. Although some of the applied branches, such as
agriculture, horticulture, and forestry, have long since been sepa-
rated from the parent science, their scientific application is de-
pendent upon a knowledge of the fundamental principles of botany,
and these applied branches have been continually improved by the
employment of new principles discovered in the more theoretical
fields. A knowledge of botany is useful not only to those engaged
in the applied branches but also to everyone in daily life. It
teaches us the values of different kinds of food and enables us to
understand and control such processes as the spoiling of food, the
decay of wood, the contamination of water supplies, and the mold-
ing of leather. Many uses will be evident as the student acquires
familiarity with the subject.